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MAGELLAN METALS — LEAD CARBONATE TRANSPORTATION 

Statement by Minister for Environment 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Environment [12.09 pm]: I take this opportunity to inform 
the house that this morning I lifted the order that prevented Magellan Metals from transporting lead carbonate 
out of its Wiluna mine to Fremantle. The government’s first priority when managing the transport of mineral 
ores through ports in Western Australia is to ensure that there is no risk to public health or the environment. 

As members will be aware, orders were served on Magellan on 31 December 2010 and 3 January 2011 as a 
result of two reported exceedances of air quality results within sealed shipping containers. Issuing of orders such 
as these is unprecedented and is evidence of how seriously the government took the issue. Since the stop order 
was issued, an independent review of 28 air quality results from the shipping containers found that lead levels 
did not exceed strict limits set as part of approval conditions. 

The Office of the Environmental Protection Authority has provided advice to me that the levels posed no risk to 
human health or the environment. The findings are consistent with the results of independent sampling of 
shipping containers and nearby soil and drains by the Department of Environment and Conservation, which 
found that the containers posed no threat to public health or the environment. However, to ensure that the highest 
environmental standards continue to be placed on Magellan, I have ordered an Environmental Protection 
Authority review of the ministerial conditions.  

Part of that investigation will look at the possibility of shipping lead carbonate in ingot form. While that review 
is underway, I have imposed a series of interim conditions on the company to strengthen the auditing, monitoring 
and reporting process. The interim conditions include — 

additional independent auditing: a quarterly rolling audit of the management and monitoring plans by 
an independent auditor approved by the OEPA has been put in place. This is in effect a double check of 
the existing inspection and auditing function already carried out, and is unprecedented across 
environmental conditions in Western Australia; 

increasing director accountability: the legal responsibility has been placed on Magellan’s managing 
director to personally report any exceedances to authorities; 

strengthening sampling requirements: a requirement for random air quality sampling of one per cent of 
sea containers every three months has been added; and 

increased transparency: audit reports must now be posted on the company website within three business 
days.  

Based on the results of the independent review, and the additional conditions, the orders preventing the transport 
of lead carbonate have been lifted. Magellan Metals remains the subject of an ongoing, formal investigation into 
alleged breach of ministerial conditions. When the investigation is concluded, I expect the OEPA to take 
appropriate action. 

As a final note, I would like to acknowledge the hard work of the OEPA and the ChemCentre over the last seven 
weeks in which they have provided timely advice to me on this matter. I am pleased to table the results of the 
independent analysis of air quality results. 

[See paper 3142.] 
 


